February 15, 2008

To the PHS Community,

We are writing to inform the PHS community that a working committee has been formed in order to review and advise on a comprehensive allergy and asthma protocol for the school.  We have brought various backgrounds to the table and have begun the process of reviewing the pertinent medical, social, legal, and educational data.

The current PHS policies on allergies (food and pets) and asthma prevention and management were created based on the perceived needs and concerns at the time. Now that we have had some time and have researched best practices with regards to children with allergies in schools, we would like to revisit our policies. In order to have a comprehensive and safe policy we are reviewing a number of national protocols including "School Guidelines for Managing Students with Food Allergies" published by the National School Board Assoc., the Food Allergy Network, the National Associations of Elementary and Secondary School principals and the National Association of School Nurses. A large number of schools have adapted this document for their use, and we will be looking to see how it would work at PHS.
As always we will attempt to be inclusive and respectful of the varied ideas and experiences of the PHS community. Our overreaching goal is to establish a consistent, effective, safe, and medically sound protocol for children with allergies and asthma. As with other PHS endeavors we hope to offer a plan that is a result of open inquiry and careful consideration.
We ask for your help in providing relevant information to the working group. Based on a studied evaluation we are hoping to recommend a comprehensive protocol that fosters the students’ active and responsible participation in their world.   We are confident that, as other schools have adopted safe policies, PHS can also work with students, parents, and physicians to minimize risks and provide a safe educational environment for all students.

We are posting information in the lobby for those who are interested in seeing the articles we have used, as well as some forms we are considering. 

Thank you.

Adra Valentine
Asthma/Allergy Policy Committee Chair

Lisa Jeli

Ralph Lane

Howard Rosenfeld

Please send any comments by March 15th to adra_valentine@presidiohill.org
