Presidio Hill School Parents Association
Minutes

March 13, 1008
I.  The meeting was called to order by Parents Association Co-Chair Kimberley Spears at 8:10 am.  New Co-Chair, Regina Casciato, was present so introductions were made.

II. Nominating Form

Everyone present looked over the new Parents Association Nominating Form.  Suggestions for improving it were made and everyone was encouraged to fill-it out.  The faculty, staff and administration are an important part of this process and are encouraged to fill out a Nominating Form.  The forms will be snail mailed to each family with a cover letter from Brian.  Ann Meissner and Lisa Jeli will introduce it to the faculty and staff.  The forms will also be available at Friday Coffee.  They can be returned to the Front Desk or by filling out using SurveyMonkey.  The Nominating Committee will make follow-up phone calls to all nominees.  The hope is that this process will give more parents and guardians the opportunity to volunteer.  It was suggested that the annual recommended 24 hours of community service per family be added to the form.  

III. Volunteerism

There was a discussion of how volunteers are found and currently that is still being sorted out.  The current model is that Room Parents fill chair roles assigned to their classes and Chairs look for volunteers.  Tania Hurter has a list of volunteers for all of the activities and events based on the Volunteer Form that families filled out over the summer.  Chairs should contact Tania to get list of people who have volunteered for their event.  The hope is that the Parents Association will start the year with all Chair and Room Parent roles filled and volunteers can be found earlier in the year.  There will also be volunteer sign-up opportunities at back-to-school events at the beginning of the school year.

IV.  Events

a.  AFKS – E-mails are going out so that any unfilled volunteer positions are filled for the event.  People will be able to register to attend AFKS at Friday Coffee.  Regina and Kimberley are available to help find volunteers as needed.

b. Volunteer Thank You Party – Namrata wants to make sure that all of the volunteers who work so hard on behalf of PHS are recognized at an end-of-year Thank You Party.  It will take place on a date to be determined.  Kimberley and Regina would like it to be an evening event with childcare available so that as many volunteers as possible are able to attend.  Over the years parents and guardians have given so much of themselves to the school and the Parents Association wants to recognize their hard work.

c. Alfie Kohn Parent Ed Event – Alfie Kohn, the noted author of eleven books, will be speaking on Wednesday, March 19 at 9:00 a.m. at Burkes School.  He will talk about Unconditional Parenting:  Beyond Bribes and Threats.  Kimberley explained how fortunate the PHS community is to be invited to this event.  Speakers of Alfie Kohn’s stature can cost $10,000 and up and are out of the reach of most schools.  She also explained that PHS has joined a coalition of independent schools who are pooling funds to bring speakers such as this to our schools.  

V. End-of-Year Memos for Binders 

a.  Room Parents and Events and Activities Chairs were asked to please provide a memo with details about their events.  

b. Timelines, budget, and any other important information would then provide a road map for next year’s Room Parents and Chairs. 

c. It would be great if a disk with all the information and any flyers, posters, etc. can be included.  

d. Regina and Kimberley will use this current as well as past information to create binders for the incoming Room Parents and Chairs.

VI. Reminder to Room Parents:  Kimberley asked Room Parents to please provide checks to Namrata for end-of-year faculty and staff gifts.  This prompted a discussion of gifts over the holidays and at the end of the school year.  Everyone wanted to make sure that the faculty and staff know how appreciated they are.  

VII. New business or open topics

a.  There was a discussion of how many Room Parents each class needs.  One suggestion was made to poll the teachers to see how many Room Parents they like to have.  Also, teachers can nominate as many people as they need on their nominating forms. 

b. Regina mentioned that there will be a separate Parents Association mailing that will go out to all families this summer.  It will include Parents Association by-laws, a Parents Association Handbook and the Volunteer Sign-up Form.  

VIII.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 10th from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 a.m.   

